[Current aspects of rheumatoid arthritis].
According to recent investigations two factors might play an essential role in the pathogenesis of rheumatoid arthritis (R.A.). Besides genetic components, i.e. the HLA-system and familial aggregation, the immune processes, mediating tissue inflammation and injury, are acknowledged as having established roles in the pathogenesis of R.A. The present report reemphasizes recent data concerning the autoimmunity and the immunologic network with trends of therapy in R.A. In view of the effectiveness of new nonsteroidal antiinflammatory drugs, a double-blind study of suxibuzon vs. indomethacin in 30 patients with active R.A. is described in detail. Both drugs were active and similar in their efficacy at 4 weeks as judged by clinical and laboratory measurements. No serious toxic side-effects were observed in both treatment regimens.